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(57) Abstract: A method and a computer implemented system (Fig. 5) for improving an active decision making process by using a 
simulation model of the decision making process. The simulation model is used to evaluate the impact of alternative decisions at a 
^ choice point, in order to select one alternative. The method or system may be integrated with an external system, like a manufacturing 
execution system. The simulation, or may contain a Bayesian network. 



\ 



wo 2004/090659 A3 liinililiiinillilliiiliilllllllllin 



(88) Date of publlcatioii of the international search report: 

21 July 2005 



For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid- 
ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations" appearing at the begin- 
ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette. 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 


International application No. 




PCT/IB04/50401 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

JPCO) ' G06E 15/18 

US CL : 706/21 
Accord mg to filtgmatio n?^ Pate nt Classification (IPCi or to both national classification and IPC 
B« FIELDS SEARCHUED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
U.S. : 706/21 



Documentation searched other dian minimimi documentation to die extent dial such documents are included in die fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted durmg die international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category ' 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



X 
Y.E 



US 5461699 (ARBABI et al.) 24 Oct. 1995 ^4. 11, 1995), column 3. lines 39-66, column 
4, lines 1-18 

US 6725208 B1(HARTMAN et al.) 20 Apr. 2004 (20, 04, 2004), claims 33 and 34 



1, 10, 11,20 

2, 5. 12, 15 



I I Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. I 1 See patent femily annex. 



Special categories of cited documeids: 

"A* documem defining die general state of the an ii^hhiim considered ID be of 
particular relevance 

"E* earlier appUcadon or patent published on or after die intemadonal fOing date 

"L" document whicti may tlutiw doulits on priority clairo(s) or whicii is cited to 
establish the publication date of another citation or other ^cial reason (as 
specified) 

"O** documem referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other means 

"P** documem published prior to the inteniational filing date bm later dian the 
priority date clafaned 



later documem published after the international fiiuig dale or priori^ 
date and not in conflici with the application but cited to understand the 
prlnc^Ie or iheoiy underlying the invention 

"X" documem of particular relevance; the clahned bwendon cannot be 

considered novel or cannot be con^dered to involve an inventive step 
when die doctmiem is taken alone 

" Y" documem of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 

considered to involve an inventive step when the document is comUned 
with one or more oflier sisb documents, such combination being 
<^vious to a person sidlled hi the art 

documem member of (he same paiem family 



Date of the actual completion of die international search 
09 May 2005 r09.05.2005> 


Date of mailing of die mtemational search report 

0 3 JUN 2ons 


Name and mailing address of the JSA/VS 
Mail Stop per, Attn: ISA/US 

Comnilssioner for Patents J 
P.O. Box 1450 ^ 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230 


Telephone No. 571272 3115 ' 



Form PCT/ISAy210 (second sheet) (July 1998) 



